
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Belmont Station Elementary School PTA Meeting Minutes 
September 17, 2018 

 
Attendees: Lori Mercer (Principal), Hollie Wilee (Assistant Principal), Julie Harris (President), 
Shannon Goldberg (VP), Theresa Beiter (Treasurer), Gwen Meehan (Secretary)  
 
The meeting was called to order at 8:37 a.m. by President Julie Harris. 
 
Principal’s Report 
 

• Currently there are 715 students enrolled in the school. The townhomes being built on 
Belmont Ridge Road (Ashburn Overlook) will be in our school’s zone, as well as the newer 
homes being built in the Goose Creek area. The impact on student population is unknown. 

• Morning Meeting is a new initiative this school year, and it’s going very well.  It starts the 
day for the students and sets the tone.  Community/classroom building, sharing, 
relationships between classmates and emotions are some of the positives of the meeting. 

• All grades are now participating in Personalized Learning, with grades 3-5 doing more with 
digital content on the devices. Project based learning is also being implemented in the 
classrooms. 

• New staff is settling in nicely. 

• The SEAC representative this year is Rachael Perrott. 

• Virginia State Technology Expo (VISTE) is December 2-4. We are sending 10 members of the 
staff: Principal, Assistant Principal, and a representative from each grade level including 
special education and technology. We’d like the PTA to cover the registration fee (about 
$3000 total) and the school will cover the lodging.  The board voted and approved this 
request, and the funds will come from Instructional Support in the budget. 

• We are purchasing 2 smart TVs for the school – one for the cafeteria and one at the 
entrance by the library. The PTA will cover the cost of the TVs, as together they should be 
under $1500. 

• We’d like to create business partnerships with our school to foster the education of the 
children for the future (companies like Boeing, for example). 

• March Madness date TBD. 
 
Fundraising Update 

• Boosterthon proceeds will go towards sunshades and outdoor classroom. The status of the 
playbook is unknown, we need dates and info as well as times for the pep rally. The official 
name for the event is the Belmont Station Boosterthon Fun Run. A summary of events is 
needed for flyer for the parents so that they know what is coming. 

• Winter Wonderland – Kelly Sonnhalter suggests fewer vendors in the gym to have more 
room for crafts. A solution discussed is to have vendors and crafts interspersed together 
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instead. A kids pre-shopping day (Thursday/Friday) was proposed so that more kids get the 
opportunity to shop for their parents. 

• Burger 21 spirit night is September 19. Future spirit nights include Atomic and Chick Fil A. 

• Gift card program will take place in November. 
 
Committee Reports  
 

• Monarch Waystation – Gwen Meehan (chair) 
▪ A chairperson is needed for next year but would need to shadow Gwen this year. 

Suggestions were made to reach out to the Virginia Naturalist program as well as the 
Belmont Greene garden Facebook group. A kindergarten parent was also suggested. 

▪ The fence was discussed, Gwen is meeting with several contractors on September 18. It 
was decided that the overall style of the fence should remain the same. 

 
New Business 
 

• Teacher wish list 
▪ It’s too soon in the year to determine what they need. Mrs. Mercer will ask in 

November what they’re thankful for and what they still need. 
▪ Sunshades for playground and courtyard – we need to learn about the different 

options available 
▪ What other playground items would be appreciated? Outdoor playhouses were 

discussed, and options for families to donate currently unused playhouses in good 
condition are available. 

• PTA social 
▪ Baker’s Crust is providing a teacher social with free pizza and a cash bar. Would 

they be willing to do the same for the PTA membership? 
▪ Parents Night Out in combination with social 

• Membership update 
▪ Just over 300 families have joined 

• Bus driver appreciation – October 24 
▪ We have 13 drivers and 4 attendants. There will be cards from the kids, and the 

school will provide coffee and Danish pastries from Panera. The PTA will have a 
snack bag with mints, gum, a thank you card, and a smoothie gift card. 

• All Pro Dads 
▪ More food donations are needed for the meetings due to large turnout.  PTA will 

sponsor one breakfast.  
▪ Tanya’s husband Mark will make any announcements on behalf of the PTA. 

• PTA Reflections 
▪ Sadia is meeting with Saige to get all of the information to launch the event 

• Hearing & Vision screening 
▪ Screening to be done for kindergarten and 3rd grade September 25-26.  Volunteers 

are needed. 

• Grandparents Day 
▪ All is looking good for Grandparents Day on September 24 

• Spooky Kooky Bingo 
▪ PE Teachers & Mr. U to run it, they can take turns 



▪ Not-so-spooky-bingo option – a “sensory friendly” version of bingo to be held in the 
library for those with younger kids or kids who are overwhelmed with the noise. No 
food will be allowed in the library. 

• Feedback on events 
▪ Create a survey such that parents can snap a photo with their phone and it will send 

them directly to the survey to make it easier to collect feedback 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 11:15 a.m. 


